This course examines the evolution of American culture in the nuclear age, with particular emphasis on the ways in which the threat of nuclear war and annihilation have shaped American thought and behavior. We will study the history of the nuclear arms race in the context of the politics, culture, and diplomacy of the Cold War. Designed on the premise that current attitudes and assumptions about nuclear weapons and national security are embedded in the American historical experience, the course analyzes the debates over these issues with careful attention to their origins and evolution. The course will pay particular attention to the symbols, images, language, and representational strategies used to depict nuclear arms, nuclear energy, and nuclear war, and will attempt to ascertain and make sense of popular attitudes about living in the nuclear age. The "texts" for the course will include works of history, social science, and literature, as well as films, music, television programs, newspapers, comics, and contemporary documents.
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